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READER, 


MaxkinD when addreſſed upon 
Wtereſting ſubjects, uſually wiſh to know 
omething of the perſon; and his motives, 

y whom they are addrefled. 

s THis neceffary information; when 
ficiently obtained, generally removes 
ll grounds, of deception and conſequent 
liſlatisfaction. 

Id conformity to theſe ſentiments, 
he Author of the. following Addreſs, 
nforms the Reader, that, he has con- 
antly reſided in the City, during the 
alamity of 1793, 1797, and the pre- 
ent year: and, has ſeen, felt, and ſuf⸗ 
ered much, therein: which, fro ime 
o time, has given riſe to various ofer-"« 
ations and ' refleQtions, that are here 
preſented to public view. 

THe principal objects, of this publi- 
ation, are neither fame, nor pecuniary 
moluments : ſubjeas of far greater mag- 
ditude and conſequence ; the glory of 


2. God 


A oo © =s 


God—the reformation and ſalvation fi 
the inhapitante of this City- the good o 7 
manxind—and, his own peace of ming a 
—have, as fs as he knows his owmMl 
heart, been his leading motives. 

In attempting a work of this kind, ma 
ny diſcouragements have ariſen ; parti 1 
cularly a ſenſe of unfitneſs and inability} 
but knowing the terrors of the Lordi 
and feeling a woe from God denounce@ 

againſt him, if he did not, in this way 3 
endeavour to perſuade men to repent 
ance ; he has endeavoured to comph 
under a conſtraining ſenſe of religiouf 
duty; defiring to commit its effects tj 
God, who is able to carry on his deſign 
in whatever way he pleaſes; and, dof 
frequently make uſe of weak, and apf 

Parently very unlikely means, to anſwe 
important and beneficial purpoſes. 


* 


Philadelphia, 11th mo.“ (Nov. ) 1, 1798. 


»The author proſeſſes unity, in religious ſertiments, wit 
Friends; though he is not, an acknowledged member of the 


ſociety. * 0 62 


AN ADDRESS, &c. 
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Frei, as I apprehend, an ardent de- 


ire for the promotion of the cauſe of truth and 
ighteouſneſs i in the earth; and viewing the preſent 
liſpenſation—as, 
LCC Firſt, A Judgment from God, Secondly, A 
ray udgment mixed with mercy. Thirdly,” A Judg- 
entk ment deſigned for the puniſhment of ſin; and the 
Wreformation and benefit of mankind. — And Fourth. 
P ly, As a Judgment, that, unleſs ſuitably attended 
OUS, will probably be followed by more vindictive 
8 UW: okens of divine diſpleaſure. 
gn I SHALL, in attending to this Judgment, under 
locthis fourfold view, intreat you in the firſt place, 
Wto view it as coming from God. Oh, the duty, 
the indiſpenſible duty of profeſſed chriſtians to 
| acknowledge God, not only in all their own, but 
in all his ways. 
Ix times of calamity, eſpecially ſuch as the 
preſent, as well as in proſperity z the enemy of 
all righteouſneſs, is buſy, very buſy, not only 
with the openly wicked and profane; but, alſo, 
not unfrequently, with the” more thoughtful and 
conſcientious ; if poſſible, to bewilder and divert 
their minds from the truth; thereby to deprive 
God 
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knew not God.”* Neither does it by its owl 


ble blow. Some of the diſpenſations were attempt. 


tural cauſes. But the peſtilence, or plague, was 


God of the glory, and mankind of the benefit, thal 
would otherwiſe enſue. And no marvel the ene 1 
my is thus buſy! for of all the diſpenſations of 
divine providence, perhaps, none has a more di 
rect tendency to bring the mind home to God q 
than the preſent if rightly underitood : but thi 
will be more fully conſidered in its + proper 
place. | 

Nor only the grand adverfary immediate 
but likewiſe worldly wiſdom inſtrumentally, ſerve 
to perplex and obſcure divine truths, agreeably iq; 
that ſcripture declaration “ The world by wiſdom 


wiſdom clearly underſtand his operations, either 
in a way of Judgment or mercy. | 

THe holy ſcriptures, in relating God's Judg. 
ments upon Pharaoh, and the Egyptians, mention 
the inſtrumentality of Moſes and Aaron, and the 
Rod of God, &c. in bringing and oftentimes in 
removing moſt of the diſpenſations, excepting the 
peſtilence. In that, nothing of the inſtrumenta- 
lity of Moſes or Aaron appear to have been em 
ployed ; but the immediate Hand of God, or his 
deſtroying angel, dealt the avenging, the irreſiſti- 


ed to be imitated and accounted for, by the 
magicians, and other wiſe men of Egypt, by na- 


a diſpenſation; the Terptlans, and cven the 
hard 


® x Cor, i. 21. 
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ard Hearted Pharaoh - viewed as-coming- itme+ 
ately from God, and bowed before it as ſuch, 
d obeyed the Lord by letting his * peer 
ccording to his commands.“ '*. 
Tux ſeriptures alſo in relating the tone that 
vas ſent upon the Philiſtines for detaining the 
tk of God, mention it, not only as ſent by the 

mediate Hand of God; but, as ſo viewed by 
She Philiſtines themſelves, at leaſt by their prieſts 
nd diviners, when they adviſed them to give glory 


, tha 
ene. 
NS Of 
e di- 
God 
this 


oper 


tely 
veg. 
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11 Wo the God of Iſrael; and not to harden their 
Wi arte, a8 the Egyptians and Pharoah had done. 
i And though it ſeems theſe prieſts and diviners, 


afterwards, got into a doubting ſtate, (like ſome 
t che preſent day) concerning the great evil, that 
happened unto them; whether it was the Hand 
of the Lord ? or ſomething, that came upon them 
by chance? Vet God, in the courſe: of his provi- 
dence, cauſed their own predictions to be verified 
in ſuch a manner, as to prove beyond a doubt, 
that his hand and not a blind chance directed 
the plague that was upon the Philiſtines and 
their lords; for removing and obſtructing” the 
inſtitutions of his worthip.+ | 
Davip in ſcriptures ſtiled a man after Gocke 
own heart viewed the peſtilence as coming immæa- 
diate y from the hand of God; for when famine, 
war, and rann. were propoſed unto him, for 


his 


* Exod. vii. xii. . .,»$:%;:20 


7 4 Samuel, v. vi: 


LL. 
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his ſelection or choice, he choſe the peſtilence in 
preference to either of the other 'calamities,, as be 
viewed it under the more img diade agency 1 and 
direction of the moſt high. - , 

Ap when the peſtilence came, and David was 
permitted to ſee the cauſe of the people s deſtructi- 
on; nothing either from the air, or from any o- 
ther of the long train of ſecond cauſes ſeemed to 

claim any ſhare therein, but the angel of the Lord 
appeared to be the immediate diſpenſer of death“. 

So in the caſe of Sennacherib, King of Aſſy- 
ria, who by his meſſenger, reproached the living 
God; and by himſelf and his army threatened to 
bring deſtruction upon Jeruſalem: blaſphemouſly 

entertaining and expreſſing unbelief of God's pow- 
er and ſufficiency to deliver the people that truſted 
in him: The pettitence deſtroyed the army of this 
blaſphemous and unbelieving King.— By means of 
ſecond caufes? No; they fell by the immediate hand 
of the angel of God: Who in one night, a fatal 
night! ſmote with death, One 1 8 and Eighty 
Five Thoufand !+ 
Ornhxx inſtances, might be Fe EO * 
fcripture to prove the immediate and direct agen- 
cy of the Almighty in the peſtilence, without the 
intervention of that train of ſecond cauſes, ſo com- 
monly inſtrumental in the generating. and promo- 
ting of moſt other diſeaſes: a the foregoing, 
being 
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2 2 Samuel. xxxiv. 
+ Ifatah, xxxvi. xxviii. 
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ing (I think) fo much in point; and as, I wiſh ' 
- Nudy brevity as far as conſiſtent with perſpi- 
ity, I ſhall not enlarge from {eipmre: under, 
is head, | 
Oven hiſtory, if conſulted, would no doubt 
many inſtances, confirm the belief of God's im- 
ediate agency, in all diſpenſations like the pre- 
nt; but I ſhall now confine my obſervations prin- 
pally to what relates immediately to this city. 
SOMETHING like a ſpecimen of the preſent ca- 
mity, was foreſeenꝰ, foretold and realized; more 
an half a century paſt: but a kind providential 
"> Wngvage ſeemed to be; how ſnall I give thee ap. 


ai Philadelphia! 

ll Bor in 1793, an alarm was ſounded! A trum- 
t of divine diſpleaſure blown! A diſpenſation 
" nt! Before which, the loftineſs of man, was 
„ pwed'down, the haughtineſs of men laid low and 
a Lord alone was exalted, with many in that day. 
1 e men of knowledge, the men of ſcience,, the 


en of the wiſdomof this world, attempted to fathom 
e cauſe, but moſt ofthem failed; their afferti- 
as in ſome inſtances were not ſtrictly true, con- 
ncing to others, or ſatisfactory to their on 
inds. The firſt report of common fame, (which 
metimes ſpeaks true) was,“ The plague has 
oke out in Water- ſtreet.“ 

Ox ſome of thoſe fatal days, about the 1oth of 
e 10 * aan; 1793: when all faces ga- 
thered 


* See Themas Chalkley's Journal, page 205. 
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thered blackneſs; the bands of ſociety ſeemed diſſd 
vin”, and human nature ſhuddered and alme 
ſunk under feeling apprehenſions of God's wi 
d awing his ſupport, his preſence, and his protectit 
from this city: Who, then doubted oi his imm 
diately directing the dreadful ſcourge ? 

Mos r, if not all, were convinced it was a jud 
ment ſent by the immediate hand of God: A 
that nothing but the ſame 8595 or 0 co 
remove it. 

Maxy were iden very 105. aa. wad 
language then was, Lord, fave me | Only carry: 
through this' diſpenſation alive, 'and I wall 0 
thee forever! FINME! 

Tae Lord heard In the midſt of a 
remembered mercy The diſorder — | 
means? By the Lord's ſaying. to, the deftroyi 
Angel which ſmote the ene 
ſtay now thine hand. a 

My ſoul is often humbly affected both | 
myſelf and others on account of broken co 

nants: did proffeſſors of religion; or others ke 

their covenants made, in thoſe hours of fore diſti 

and bitterneſs of ſoul, from the loweſt; depths 
woe with Almighty God? n 

2 ſucceeding more than uſual pomp 

parade of faſhion—The unabated, increaſed 
the infatiable - thirſt after riches, vanities, ſt 
pleaſures and vain amuſements: ſhewed but 
plainly, great forgetfulneſs—great negleA—g 


-unmindfulng 


13 
nmindfulneſs, of what was paſt, and great danger 
pf what was to come. 

Tun widow's gloom was ſcarcely removed— 
arents tears had not ceaſed to flow—nor the re- 
Latives ſigh, forgot to heave; in remembrance of 
laſt year's“ calamity; when che dread alarm again 
aſſailed our tingling ears---approached ' our af- 
righted habitations---and fiezed our troubled 
inds. Plainly ſhewing, that God has neither 
oft his power; nor ſin, its offenſive and cm 
ing nature. 

Hexx, let us make a ſolemn pauſe'! ſtand am! 
and, view the wonderful works of God! and 
behold what deſolations Gn hath made in the City: 
ſwept as it were with the beſom of deſtruction! 

ARE not the ſcriptures of truth, the revelations [ 
df God to his ſervant John, f in part fulfilling 
and verified in this diſpenſation. Where now 
are the rulers of the earth, the great men---the 
ich men---the chief of captains---the mighty men 
the bond man---the free man? may not many of 
them be ſaid, as it were, to have hid themſelves, 
in the dens, and in the rocks of the mountains? 
ſaying by their conduct, to the mountains and 
rocks, fall on us, and hide us, from the face of = 
him, that ſitteth on the throne, and from the wrath | 
of the lamb: for the great day of his wrath is 0 
come: and, who ſhall be able to ſtand?ꝰ?ꝰ | 

B ARE - = 
* 1797+ | „ 
f Rev. vi. 15, 16, 17. 
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the honourable man, and the counſellor, and th 


turned it upſide down, and. ſcattered abroad t 


as with the buyer, ſo with the ſeller; as with thy 


ſolate; and few men left? Hath not the mirth « 
tabrets ceaſed, the noiſe of them that rejoice ended 
the jay of the harp ceaſed? Is not the city of co 


ſhut up, that mp. man may come in? Is not the 


- 14 
Art not ſome of the prophecies of Iſaiah,“ re 
ſpecting the jews, verified as concerning this ci 
ty? Hath not the Lord, the Lord of hoſts, takes 
away from Philadelphia; the mighty man, and thi 
man of war, the Judge and, the. prophet, and th 
prudent and, the ancient, the captain of fifty, a 


cunning artificer, and the eloquent orator? Ha 
not the Lord made the city empty and waſte, an 


inhabitantsthereof? And is it not, as with the pet 
ple, ſo with the prieſt: as with the ſervant, ſo wit 
his maſter; as with the maid, ſo with her miſtr 


lender, ſo with the borrower; as with the taker df 
uſury, ſo with the giver of uſury to him? 

Is not this city defiled under the inhabitan 
thereof; becauſe they have tranſgreſſed the laws 
changed the ordinance, broken the everlaſting cc 
venant? And therefore, hath not the curſe devour 
ed the city, and they that dwell therein are de 


ruſion broken down? Is not almoſt every houfſl 


city left deſolate, * . borders thereof ſmittes 
with deſtruction? ; 775 
Hy 


* k. iii, mtv. 


13 
Has not the ſtate of the city, in ſome meaſure, 
en ſimilar to the lamentable fituation of Jeruſa- 
em, as deſcribed by the prophet Jeremiah.“ Does 
ot the city ſit ſolitary, that was full of people? 
s ſhe not become as a widow ? She that was great 
nong the ſtates! and Princeſs among the provin- 
es? Have not the ways of Philadelphia mourned; 
zcauſe ſo few came to her ſolemn feaſts? Ate 
ot her gates deſolate? Have not her prieſts ſigh- 
1? Her virgins been afflicted? And did not the 
dverſaries ſee her, and mock at her fabbaths? 
Is it nothing to you, all ye that paſs by? Behold 
d ſee if there be any ſorrow like unto our ſor- 
dw, which is done unto us, wherewith the Lord 
ath affſicted us in the day of his fierce anger. 
Acain, how ſolemn, how earneſt, was the 
rophet Ifaiah, in his denunciation upon, and 
xpoſtulation with the Jews formerly? Un order, 
ffectually, to bring them off from all vain hopes, 
nd improper expectations, of eſcaping the right- 
ous judgments of God.) When, (in language, 
o doubt, applicable to the preſent time and diſ- 
enfation) he thus addrefſed them,“ Becauſe ye 
have ſaid, we have made a covenant with death, 
nd with hell are we at agreemement : when the 
verflowing ſcourge ſhall paſs through, it ſhall 
lot come unto us: for we have made lies our re- 
vge, and under falſchood have we hid ourſelves. 
Therefore thus ſaith the Lord God, Your covenant 
B 2 with 


re 
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Lament. i. 1, &c. 
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with death ſhall be diſannulled, and your agree. 
ment with hell ſhall not ſtand; when the over 
flowing ſcourge ſhall * through, then ſhall ye 
be trodden down by it From the time that it 
gocth forth ſhall it take you: for morning by 
morning ſhall it paſs over, by day and by night; 
and it ſhall be a vexation only to-underſtand the 
report. For the Lord ſhall riſe up as in Mount 
Perazim, he ſhall be wroth as in the Valley of 
Gibeon, that he may do his work, his ſtrange 
work; and bring to paſs his act, his ſtrange act. 

“Now therefore, be ye not mockers, leſt your 
bands be made ſtrong: for I have heard from the 
Lord of hoſts a conſumption, even determined 
upon the whole earth.“ 

Ax may we not. ſay of this diſpenſation, as the 
prophet ſaid in another cafe, © This alſo cometh 
forth from the Lord of hoſts ; -which is wonderful 
in counſel, and excellent in working.” + 

| A PARTICULAR attention to the laſt mentioned 
7 words, . in their diſtin& order, may ſerye to con- 
4 Vince us, more fully, of the propriety of their 
= - quotation. | 

* Tars”. This diſpenſation, that hath humbled 
the pride of man—this calamity—this fever—this 
peſtilence—this plague—or, whatever name it 
may be called by :—that hath done, and is doing; 

that, which nothing but the immediate hand o 
God 


= —— 3 & » © @ tz 


* © Tſaich. xxviii. 
F Iſaiah. xzviii. 29. 
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Bod could do: in that, it hath ſhaken the king- 
om of Satan, to its foundation, in the hearts of 
nany of the inhabitants of this City — that, in a 
ew days, as it were at one ſtroke, hath brought 
zome to the minds of all (not incurably hardened) 
ie belief of a God—his ſuperintending providence ' 
and, immediate agency in this diſpenſation--- 
hat hath done at once what days, weeks, 
onths, years, yea many years, of inſtrumental 
abours, and lighter calamities, did not effect; 
idently “ alſo cometh forth from the Lord of 
oſts,“ is an inſcription, in ſuch legible charac- 
ers, as, that he who runs, may read it upon this 
udgment, fo ſecret in approach ſo ſudden in at- 
ack and, ſo fatal, ſo univerſal in operation: And, 
s proceeding from him, © which is wonderful 
n counſel, is one link, in the great chain, of 
he wonderful counſeis of God: And, although, 
ſome dark times an#Teafons, the myſtery of 
iniquity may ſeem very® deep; and the kingdom 
md cauſe of Satan 'reatly- to prevail, and triumph 
the world. Vet all, I believe, is ordered and 
lrected in unerring wiſdom; and however low 
ind diſcouraging, to? theirightly exerciſed chriſ- 
ian) che cauſe of God and truth may appear to 
be in the earth: Yer; it never was, nor ever will 
de, totally extinck. Bur ſometimes it appears, 
that the loweſt depths, ſerve as foundations for 
he greateſt heights of the teſtimonies of truth; 
and, for the promotion thereof in the earth. And 
B 2 however 
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however various and many are the devices of 
men's hearts, yet the counſel of the Lord ! that 
ſhall ſtand. “ And excellent in working.” Indeed 
will God appear to be in this diſpenſation ; if 
ſome of the excellent productions thereof be duly 
conſidered, in reſpect of many of thoſe individuals, 


who have improved it aright. Has it not, in ma- 


ny inſtances, opened a way for the diſplay of the 
moſt excellent qualities of the man, and the chriſ- 
tian? Such as, faith, hope, charity---a weaned- 
neſs from the world---dependance on God alone—- 
repentance----reformation----clear proſpects and 
foretaſtes of heaven—triumph over death: and, to 
ſum up all in a * love to _ and love to 
men.. 

Tust are TR Lord's iet marvellous to 
us! And will be ſo in the Lon of ene ge- 
nerations ! Amen. 

SECONDLY, this Judgment may, in the ſecond 
place, be viewed as mixed with mercy, 

* WELL may the ſurviving inhabitants of Phila- 
delphia, in adoring language, of the deepeſt hu- 
mility, and heartſclt gratitude, acknowledge it 
is of the Lord's mercies that we are not conſumed: 
And could we be permitted to lift the veil, that 
ſeparaies time from eternity; we ſhould no doubt 
behold, that the boundleſs mercy of Chriſt, the 
Mediator, who, when on earth, was called the 
friend of publicans and ſinners; who came not to 
| call 
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ceived the penitent thief from the croſs into Pa- 
diſe: has interceded with his father, in the midſt 
wrath, to remember mercy to many poor ſouls; 
id, in the vale of poverty and obſcurity ; (per- 
aps great wickedneſs) from much of the notiee 
nd attention of the world---ſeized, as it were in 
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, with all 
e terrors---all the horrors of death! Intimate 
riends, none; or far away- the black ſick carriage 
t the door the dreary Hoſpital in view and 
Potter's Field in expectation. On high, God an- 
pry for ſin.-Below, Hell yawning to receive. In 
is ſituation, all that many a poor (though pre- 
ious) ſoul could do, was the utterance of a groan 
pr ſigh :---Lord help me ! Or caſting a deſponding 
gk toward Heaven, for mercy. In this miſery 
treme, I believe the Lord, whoſe tender mer» 
ies are over all the works of his hand, has fre- 
quently logked down from the height of his ſane- 
tuary, an ont of Heaven has beheld the earth 
not to ſee hg pomp, and parade of princes z nor 
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the vanities and glories of this world; but to hear 


the groanings of the (afflicted ſpiritual) priſoner; 


and to Boſe tuch as ſeemed appointed both to 
temporal and eternal death: and in their laſt mo- 
ments, has reached forth ſalvation :---and has raiſed 
them from the depths of woe on earth, to the 
heights of j joy, in CATER, 


| Natures 


U the righteous, but ſinners to repentance z, who. 


: 
l 
: 
: 
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Nerrnen was the diſtreſs, nor mercy of 
diſpenſation confined to the abject poor alone 
but the horror and diſtreſs ſeemed as univerſal aiM*<* 
fin---and the mercy of God as boundleſs as thy 
objects that claimed his attention. 

Some, of all claſſes of citizens, have remaine 
in the city: Numbers fr om motives of confeienet 
(may it not almoſt be faid) pure as truth, and dißt 
tereſted as the means of ſalvation. Some remain 
under x conſtraining neceſſity; ſome to recein 
benefit themſelves; ſome to tmpart it to 'othery 
generally, all from good motives; or, at leaſt by 
very few (I believe) es thoſe that were rept 
henſible. ene 
Non were thoſe whs Red, worthy of blame : 
many fled as influenced by a warning voice, 
eſcape impending deſtruction; ſome choſe te 
did continue, almoſt: within fight, and ecrtainliſ” 
within reach of feeling the diſtreſſes and affliction” 
of thoſe who remained behind. AlmoſynboundelW' 
was the charity of many: and gr anx1et) 
and concern or moſt, if bot all, were at 
ſent. | * 

Ix DEE D the mercy of God was ebe in in 
Shencing ſome to go, others to ſtay : had all fled 
who would have ſuffered ? Had all tarried, ht 
would have eſcaped? Therefore if any glory, fe 
tarrying and being uſeful, let them glory 1 the 
Lord; if any rejoice for fleeing and being 'Cafc 
let chem rejoice with fear and trembling g un 
thol 


4 
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oſe who fled, and thoſe who tarried, unite in 
haritable diſpoſitions---brotherly love — hankful 
earts and reformed lives. 
Bor to return more particularly to the mls. 
re of mercy and judgment in this diſpenſation; 
olomon ſaid “money anſwereth all things.” And 
though a ſcripture phraſe ; may perhaps be taken 
a more general ſenſe, than the author. deſigned: 
this has ever been the caſe, many are now 
ndeceived. . This calamity was no reſpecter of 
xerſons:: money had no charms for the peſtilence 
Riches could offer no availing bribe to death: as 
aid a celebrated poet: 


heir golden cordials could not eaſe 
Their pained hearts, and aching heads, 
Nor fright, nor bribe approaching death, 
- From glittering roofs and gowny beds.“ + 


And as on the one hand, riches did not raiſe the 
minds of men above ſinning; ſo on the other, it 
lid not excuſe them from the bitter cup of ſuffer- 
gs. However captivating riches may appear in. 
he view of moſt men, in times of worldly proſpe- 
ty ; yet it may be viewed as one of the mercies of 
his diſpenſation, that riches thereby, were ſet in 
a true and ſubordinate light: A drop of water to 
ool the parched tongue, and a fanning breeze of 
efreſking air, to allay the Ry heat of peſti- 
leutial 


, * 


7 
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lential flames; were in many caſes, all the lus 
ries the moſt unbounded wealt'. could give: © 
the moſt voluptuous receive. 

AN inſtantaneous view of approaching eternity; 
eclipſed i in a moment, all the glory of this world, 
in the eyes of many, and cut aſunder the con. 
nections of time and ſenſe : and the foul by at 
act of faith, caſt upon the unmerited mercy o 
God alone: immediately received a peace and x 
fatisfaory aſſurance, and a ſtayedneſs of mind az 
far above what this world, in its moft proſpercu 
ſtate can beſtow: as the heavens are above the earth, 
And were enabled, by the boundleſs mercy of God, 
to-leave a ſcene, which at beſt, as it related to 
temporal proſperity, was replete with difappoint- 
ments to enter upon a ſtate ; glorious in proſpech 
perfect in enjoyment, and endleſs in duration! 

GrEaT- numbers, (charity hopes the groatell 
number) of thoſe, who have been removed by this 
diſpenſation, have given thoſe ſurvivors, who at. 
tended them, in their laſt moments, RE 
hopes of their future well being. | 

For the juſtneſs of this obſervation ; I appeal 
to ſurviving relatives---religious viſitants . feeling 
phyſicians, and others:---who attended the cham- 
bers of the ſick, and dying in 1793, 1797, and the 
preſent year, whether they haye not been frequent: 
| ly witneſſes for God; that his judgments have 
Leen mixcd with undounded mercy ? 


FareviW@#ry, 
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FREQUENTLY, very frequently ! After all that 
magination can conceive and often more than 
ny language can expreſs, of horror and deſpair, 
as been ſeen and heard, in the unutterable diſ- 
eſs and anguiſh uſually attending this diſorder ; 
fter the moſt heart piercing ſhrieks! terrifying 
onyulfions ! and, diſtorting agonies ! have ex- 
gauſted all their terrors, all their woes! Then, 
gleam of extended mercy---a beam of divine 
ight—a ray of immortal glory---has, with ineffa- 
le ſplendour, darted through all the horrors of 
he gloom---the diſtreſſed ſoul, enlivened by the 
oys of God's ſalvation ; breathed high aſpirations 
Or its native land---afſuming heavenly tranquility, 
before unknown---triumphing over death and the 
rave---has quit the abode of clay and, amid 
xulting angelic hoſts of guardian ſpirits---wing- 
d its way towards the Paradiſe of God. 

Tnus the rich and the poor do meet together: 
ad the Lord is not only the Maker of them all, 

ut likewiſe the Redeemer and Saviour of many z 
[Wt is to be hoped moſt of them. 

Trose who ſurvive have occaſion to ſpeak: of 
aercy as well as of Judgment : © Wherefore doth 
living man complain, a man for che puniſhment 
ff his ſing” ?* 1 

Is it not a merey from God, who influences the 
earts of all men in virtuous aCtions, that ſuch 


numbers 


© Lament. iii, my 
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numbers of diſtinguiſhed characters remained 
their poſts? That ſo many illuſtrious citize 
were found, endued with wiſdom; armed wi 
fortitude ; and bleſt with perſeverance, to und; 
take, and carry on, and finally complete, the me 
hazardous and beneficial ſervices, in the cauſe 
ſuffering humanity {/® The long lit of Philad 
pbian- worthies, will not only exiſt in the me 
lively feelings, and the warmeſt and moſt pub 
and laſling expreſſions of the gratitude and reſpet 
ful eſteem of the preſent generation : but lo 
very long! after theſe public bens factors are h 
low, will their grateful remembrance deſcend 
ſucceeding generations; ſurrounded with illun 
nating tracts of reſplendent glory, emanati 
from their deeds; even till time ſhall be no mo 

In enumerating the mercies of God, may 
not mentiun—fires ſeldom happened; few any 
. diſputations took place; markets were well, ſu 
plied 3 reſignation and ſtayedneſs upon God wa 
experienced: and his divine preſence, at tin 
very ſenſibly felt, both in public and private dey 
tions. 5 1 | "0 
. Vol. uuks would be neceſſary to diſplay th 

charity ; bright reſemblance of the Deity ! whi 
has been ſo abundantly beſtowed ; in alleviati 


* Hament not being able to do that particular juſtice ton 
rit, fo uncommon, which my feelings ſuggeſt ; but (Provide 
permitting, and no abler pen preventing) | ſhall cadeavau: 
remedy this defect in ſome future publication. | 
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ie diſtreſſes of this calamity. Theſe offerings 
f divine preparing will no doubt, aſcend as an 
"Wcceptable ſacrifice before the father of all mer- 
ies: and procure for the generous donors, the 
nſwer of“ well done” and finally that glorious in- 
itation* come ye bleſſed” in addition to the re- 
ards of laſting thanks and gratitude ; they will 
eceive from their fellow men. 

Tus winds and the weather, (ſubordinate mi- 
uiſters of providence) have alſo been directed in 
nuch mercy.--But in attemptiug to ſpeak of the 
nercies of God, I am launching into a boundleſs 
Wcecan! they are innumerably made known to us 
very morning, yea every moment of our lives! 
nd more eſpecially conſpicuous at this time, when 
ontraſted with the afflictive judgments of the 
preſent diſpenſation. 

TurirRDLY. You are now, as in the fear 
and dread of Almighty God, requeſted to view 
this awful diſpenſation; as à judgment deſigned 
for the puniſhment of fin: and the reformation and 
benefit of mankind. 

Ovr benign creator, who delighteth in mercy 
doth not afflict willingly, nor: grieve the children 
of men. It 1s fin, and fin alone, that maketh a 
eparation between any people; or any individual 
and God. 

Apam, by diſobedience, loſt Paradiſe.---The 


old world became depraved, and. were drowned-<- 
mob, and his people for oppoſition to God, 
C and 
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and cruelty to the children of Iſrael : were pu. 
niſned many ways, and finally drowned in the Rei 
ſea. Previous to the Egyptian's deſtruction, 80. 
dom and Gomorrha, for pride, idleneſs, and ful 
neſs of bread: were overthrown by flaming ſul, 
phureous torrents from Heaven.---Moſes for one 
raſh expreſſion was denied the happineſs and glo 
ry of entering the promiſed land.---Sampſon by 
not obeying God, loſt his ſtrength 3 and fell: 
prey to his enemies.---Eli for not reſtraining hi 
children from wicked practices, loſt the prieſthood, 
and met with a tragical death.--- Saul by prefer. 
ing ſacrifice to obedience, loſt the kingdom.— 
David, (though in many things a man after God' 
heart) for his heinous fins of adultery and murder, 
( committed very ſecretly) was puniſhed before 
the ſun, in the ſight of all Ifrael.---The jews by 
means of various kinds of fin, (the relation of 
which compoſes no inconſiderable part of ſcrip- 
ture) were finally. brought from that height of 
power, which they enjoyed in the time of Solo- 
mon, to that degraded ſtate, they at this my ex · 
hibit in the world. | v 

IT would far exceed my abilities, and the de- 
"ſigned brevity of this publication, to diſplay fin 
and all its conſequences, from that of our firſt pa- 
rents in paradiſe, down to the preſent diſpenſation. 
The ſorrowful experience of all men, in all ages 
unite in this, that ſin is the cauſe that renders the 
judgments of God . abſolutely neceſſary 


to 


— 
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o prevent the total depravity and deſtruction of 
nankind. | . 

FEELING at times an almoſt” inſupportable 
eight of my own fins and infirmities; I have al- 
oft ſunk under the burden of delineating thoſe 

pf others. But a ſenſe of duty renders objections 


and ſcruples (otherwiſe inſurmountable) of no a- 


yall. 

Sins of nations and communities, likewiſe thoſe 
of individuals are various; ſo alſo are the conſe- 
quent judgments or diſpenſations. 

AMONG the long and black catalogue of fins 
and tranſgreſſions of mankind : The following, if 
conſcience and ſelf examination are duly attended 
to, will, I belicye, appear to every conſiderate per- 
ſon, to have had no ſmall influence in bringing 
the prefent calamitous diſpenfation, upon the city : 
and which the inhabitants are providentially, ſeri- 
ously and molt earneſtly, and affectionately, warn- 
ed, and entreated, before it be too late! to re- 
pent of, reform, and entirely forſake, all 

PRIDE, 

IDLENESS, 

INTEMPERANCE, 

 PROFANENESS, 

COVETOUSNESsS; 

INJUSTICE, 

SABBATEH-BREARKING, 

NEGLECT or EDUCATION, 

BAD-BOOKES, 

C 2 MOCKERY 
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MOCKERY or RELIGION, 
UNTHANKFULNESS To GOD, axp 
DISREGARD or His JUDGMENTS, 4 
EVERY OTHER SIN; 


As the only means of appeaſing his anger and 
probably averting more ſignal tokens of his divine 
diſpleaſure. dos ad 


—ů— 


FRIDE. 

SoLouo obſerves, “ only by pride cometh con. 
tention” * and in another place, © pride goeth be- 
fore deſtruction, and an haughty ſpirit before: 
fall.” Oh, the fad. the fatal effects of pride! 
How exccedingly apt it is to creep into, and en- 
twine itſelf with, almolt every circumſtance and 
fituation in life? Youth practiſes it; midde age 
delights in it; old age feels it; and external ob- 
ſervations of religious duties, are not always ex- 
empt from it. 

Pripsz and poverty are often connected; pride 
and mediocrity frequently aſſociate; and pride 
and riches but too generally go hand in hand to- 
gether. The profane are proud; and the profelt 
ed followers of the meek and lowly Jeſus, are very 
ſeldom ſufficiently humble. Our relatives deco- 
rate us with pride at our birth : it follows us 
cloſe, ah, very cloſe, through life; forſakes us 

net 
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ot always at death: but like an inſeparable com- 
anion, approaches the grave—deſcends with the 
ortal part and moulders into duſt. Elfe, why 
he decorated coflins, and coſtly habiliments of 
he dead? Why, the -e long and pom - 
pous parades at funerals? Why, the liſping and 
ottering airs of the infant? Whence, the hypo- 
ritical ſanctity in the countenance of the cold for- 
al profeſſor? Why, the unbluſhing front of the 
wotoriouſly profane? Why, among thoſe who 
ould be thought rich, ſuch an eager, ſuch a pre- 
mature introduction of eaſtern pomp and magni- 
ficence, in apartments and furniture, apparel, 
entertainments, and equipage ? Why are conve- 
niences ſacriñced for elegancies ?' And elſe, why 
are neceſſaries parted with for ſhow ? 

Ou pride! thou enemy of all good! thou diſ- 
turber of the harmony of Heaven! that laid ſome - 
of the higheſt: angels low! that turned our firſt 
parents out of Paradife ! that, in all ages of the 
world, has humbled and deſtroyed poor man!— 
How haſt thou made thy way into this eity; not 

only among the more unguarded and inexperienc- 
„ed, but into the very houſes, hearts, and prac- 
MF tices, of thoſe ſocieties; whoſe principles and 
8 profeſhions, when ſincere, would feern to place 
them at the greateſt diſtance from thy inſidious 
approaches! How inconfiſtent, how dangerous, 
is pride in any man; particularly ſo in a profeſſed 
chriſtian, 


C3 Mocn 


— 5 
9 — — —-— AT mg 
1 


30 


Mock, that the controverſy of God has be 
againſt, much, that has tended to the deſtrucli 
of this city, has proceeded from pride: therefo 
let all, who wiſh for and value the real proſperity an 
welfare of this City in general, and their own! 
particular, be warned, exhorted and entreated t 
avoid pride, as they would one of the greate 
cvils. 


IDLENESS. 


IDLENEss was one of the fins that cauſed th 
deſtruction of Sodom, and has no doubt been ver 
inſtrumental in procuring the preient calamity. 

IpLENESs is u waſting of time, doing nothing 
er doing that which anſwers no good purpoſe. 

Ir is ſaid in ſcripture, © All the Athenians an 
ſtrangers which were there, ſpent their time 
nothing elſe but either to tell or to hcar ſome ne 
thing,”* Oh this idle curioiity ! how it throng 
21l places of public refort, with thoſe whoſe pris 
cipal employment is to waſte or kill time: thek: 
are active 1dlers---others, more paſſive, live lik 
birds ſhut up in cages: to them unſeen, the eyc 
lids of the morning open in the Eaſt; to them ar 
unknown and unenjoyed the delightfui and health 
exerciſe of early morning walks, f when pure re 

freſhing 


8 Adds, xvii. 21. 
have frequently feen, with inſtruction and ſatisſaction, ti 
Roman Catholics, Methodiſis, &c. in their early morning walks, 
to and from their public devotisns, with countenances at one: 
expreſſi ve of health and ſincerity, 
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reſhing balſamic air may be inhaled; uncontami- 
ated by filth, duſt, or ſmoke; when the ear may 
e ſoothed and charmed, and the mind very ſenſibly 
zprefſed arid inſtructed, with the harmony and 
he joys of innocence, by the feathered ſongſters 
f the grove, who raiſe their artleſs and hal- 
pwed lays, to the great Parent of the univerſe, 
t the riſing dawn of returning day; when the 
ye may be regaled with the extenſive uſefulneſs, 
deauty and glory of the riſing ſun; a fight almoſt 
vorthy of adoration, from a heathen! and at leaſt 
tribute of gratitude and praiſc to God from a 
hriſtian! 

To ſome, whoſe bodies are enervated by ſloth, 
nd their minds debaſed by idleneſs, the ſea and 
and pours in abundance on every fide. The 
hole creation as it were traveleth in pain, to 
iniſter unto their luxury and eaſe: every virtue, 
very duty, every obligation, devolving on them 
o perform, appear in their view to be comprized 
nd fully ſummed up in one fingle point: poſſeſ- 
ſion of wealth! 

IpLENESS frequently renders the foul dead to 
every virtue, but alive and fully active in every 
ice. Peſts of ſociety indeed! ſtagnating waters 
are not more pernicious in the natural world; than, 

le perſons in the moral. 
Tu play-houſe, that ſynagogue of ſatan;“ that 
Pandorian box; that public monument of diſgrace 
+2 +14 bv LN 

* Perhaps this expreſion may ſhock ſome perſons, but the e- 
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and infamy, (ſo viewed and expreſſed bx mami 
religious and well diſpoſed people of various de. 
nominations) ſerves as a place, a ſlaughter-houſe, 
for the idle and diſſipated, of both ſexes, of all 
ſocieties to kill time. The play-houſe, that nur. 
ſery of fin! that hot bed of vice! where tho: 
exotic phraſes, cuſtoms, principles, habits ana 
irregularities, . are ſheltered, ſown, take root, ie 
flouriſh, are diſſeminated, tranſplanted, and ſpread 
through ſociety, and receive a public countenance 
and protection; Which otherwiſe could not in 
America, at preſent be obtained :—to the great 
promotion of diſhoneſty, neglect of buſineſs, ex. 
travagance, idleneſs, hypocriſy, and almoſt every 
impropriety and corruption of good principles in 
youth ; proves at belt, to thole who are ad- p 
vanced in life, a corrupt ſource of bad exam- ol 
ples, occaſioning frequent breaches of good hours, MP 
and a neglect of neceſſary concerns and important WW” 
duties, both of a public and private nature; and 

therefore may be juſtly conſidered, without ay 
undue prejudice, as an effect of idleneſs and luxu- 
ry; incompatible with chriſtianity, and highly 
pernicious in any well ordered ſociety. , 


Tu: 


vident cos fequences of play-houſes ought to ſhock them more :— 
Would any perſon of common ſenſe, wiſhing to have well regu- 
lated children and domeſtics, chooſe, or even ſubmit to live 
near a play-houfe, if poſſible to avoid it? Would the pride or 
morality of many citizens, who counteuance the theatreshe flatter: 
ed by their ſons or daughters appearing on the ſtage ? Or would 
they eſtcem themſelves or familics honored or benctited by an in- 
timate acquairtanc? with the actors? ” 4 
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au rar preſent diſpenſation ſerves to ſhew in the 
de careſt point of view, the baleful effects of idle- 
Uſe, 


eſs in many of its conſequences ; and that it has 
cen a mean of drawing down the divine diſplea- 
ure upon this City. 

Mar all be perſuaded to a ſenſe and practice of 
uty! life is ſhort—its concerns weighty—its du- 
ies many and various. The idle perſon is a blank 
r ſomething worſe in creation. May the fire of 
his diſpenſation purify us from idlereſs, that ruft 
and canker of ſoul and body. 


INTEMPERANCE. 


| INTEMPERANCE, comprehending (to. ſpeak in 
plain terms) gluttony and drunkenneſs and exceſs 
of all kinds in general, does at all times, and inall 
places tend very evidently to the deſtruction of 
man, ſoul and body! 

F Taz ſcripture ſaith, © Woe to the drunkards 
of Ephraim!“ and may it not be added? © Woe 
to the drunkards of Philadelphia.” Solomon faith, 
The drunkard and the glutton ſhall come to po- 
yerty.”}F And in another place, Who hath 
woe? Who hath ſorrow ?-Who hath contentions ? 
Who hath babbling 2 Who hath wounds without 
cauſe? Who hath redneſs of eyes? They that 
tarry long at the wine, they that go to ſeek 
mixed wine.“ ? The effeQs or conſequences 


* [faiah. xxViii. 1. + Prov. xXxia. 21. 
t Prov. ESEille 2), 32 
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of many fins are aimed at others in th 
firſt inſtance, and only ultimately or collaterall 
fall upon the perpetrators; but the intemperat 
perſon, turns a whole train of evils directly upo 
kimſelf, that only affect others in an indirect or 
accidental way and manner. "Therefore the in- 
temperate perſon may be truly ſaid to be his own 
worſt enemy; deſtroying with his own hands the 
greateſt bleſſing he can poſſibly enjoy, of a tems 
poral nature, health; and expoſes the ſoul, that 
immortal part, in the moſt direct manner to ever 
laſting deſtruction. Are not the gales of lite 
ſuthciently briſk? Are the gentle breezes of 
health too long uninterrupted by the ſtorms and 
hurricanes of ſickneſs and trouble? Is the paſſage 
to eternity likely to prove too ſhort? that ſuckWſo 
multitudes eagerly plunge into that all deſtruCtive 
and overwhelming vortex, intemperance. 

Tr1s diſpenſation, the Yellow Fever, has cal. 
led the drunkard and the glutton to a very ſevere 
account; many, of this deſcription, may be truly 
compared to veſſels of wrath fitted for deſtruction. 
And what renders it the more to be lamented, ts, 
that it is done by themſelves not ignorantly (if 
that were the caſe, they would be more pitiable 
objects) but knowingly, willingly, and witting- 
Iy. 

Lu the drunkard and the glutton, who have 
ſurvived : and the intemperate of every deſcripti- 
on; be warned, folemnly warned, | ſpeedily, ere 

it 
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be too late] to view this diſpenſation of Al- 
jighty God, in a true and clear light; and them- 
lves, as abuſers of the bounties of God---their 
vn deſtroyers --diſturbers of ſociety---ſetters of 
il examples :---and involved, deeply involved, 
drawing down the vengeance of heaven. 

HreaR me, I beſeech you, Oh ye ſons of In- 
2mperance! In future let your moderation, in 
ating and drinking, be known to all men* and 
perſuaded to reform, and entirely renounce 
Il intemperance. | 

Wund you take the pernicious intoxicating 
raught in your hands, highly charged with 
liſtilled ſpirits; thoſe © liquid fires“— Think, Oh 
hink! before you ſwallow the flow but fatal poi- 
on! That you are about to drink the © life blood” 
df the wretched African. Hark! what mingled 
ounds” affail the ear] Are they not the reſound- 
ng echoes of the laſh? And the ſighs and groans 
df deſpair? Behold the agonizing tear! View 
rell the drops of blood! Count the long train of 
Welt 


® Draymen, carters, &c. reſpectable as many of them are, for 
ttention to their buſineſs, at once uſeful and abſolutely neceſſary 
ret when any of them ive way to in moderate drinking; their 
Horſ:s but too often ſuffer the moſt cruel and inhuman ahuſes. 
Being trequently overloaded and beaten in a manner ſhocking to 
humanity, and diſgraceful to any civilized people. 

An animal, ſo noble in figure and courage, ſo uſeful and ſervice- 
ble to man; can Hot bewantonly abuſed. without greatguilt being in - 
urred in the ſight of that God, who is the maker of the Horſe, 
as well as of his rider, leader, and driver. Does not the Horſe in 
many ways aſſiſt government; and therefore claim a protection 
om abuſe by its laws? 0 


* 
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Weſt Indian Slavery's woe! Mixed up in the i 
ebriating bowl for your deſtruction: Paul 
receive advice - and wiſely ſhun the glaſs ! 

Ix quitting all Intemperance of every kind v 
ſhall very effectually attend to one of the firſt an 
greateſt of all moral obligations, ſelf preſervation 
and eſſentially promote domeſtic happineſs, whid 
once deſtroyed, or impaired, ſeldom admits a fu 
ſtitute. 

I SHALL conclude this part of my addreſ 
with that very important recommendation - ani 
advice of the apoſtle, Paul,“ Whether, therefor 
ye eat, or drink, or whatſoever ye do, do allt 
the' glory of God.“ 

PROFANENESS. 

PROFANENES5S, another fin, in the catalog 
ef crimes, under conſideration, is in many inſta 
ces connected with Intemperance. The tongue 
that Inſtrument of Profaneneſs, according to th 
ſcripture account, and daily obſervation : * I 
little member and boaſteth great things. Beho! 
how great a matter a little fire kindleth! Ar 
the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity: ſo is th 
tongue among our members, that it defileth th 
whole body, and ſetteth on fire the courſe of m 
ture; and it is ſet on fire of Hell.“ 

Os 


N Cor. 2. zr. 
+ James, iii. 5, 6. 
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On! how many of ſuch wicked engines of de- 
ruction hath been in this city; ſet on fire, at 
aſt by ſpiritous liquors. How affeCting to any 
ligious, or well diſpoſed perſon? Is the lan- 
uage, ſhall I fay the language of Hell: That, 
ut too frequently, too generally prevails; not 
nly in the ſtreets, but likewiſe in many of the 
ouſes in Philadelphia. Profaneneſs, at which, 
preigners * ſtand aſtoniſhed, and the ſons of the 
oiſterous ocean, confeſs themſelves outdone |! 

Wk now (in this calamitous ſeaſon) is the 

rofane ſwearer? ſtruck dumb! or if an oath or 
precation eſcape from his unruly tongue; he is 
fared at, even by his aſſociates; as a monſter of 
rofaneneſs ! 
May the dread of this fin of profaneneſs for- 
ver laſt; and the command of our Saviour, 
Swear not at all ;“ be in future ſtrictly obey- 
d. . | 


COVETOUSNESS. 


CoveTovusness termed by the Apoſtle Paul 
* Idolatry”t and the inordinate love of money, 
D which 


An intelligent ſea Captain: a native of Scotland, and head 
fa family in this city informed me, that tor variety of fingular 
drofaneneſs of expretivg ; the youth, as well as thoſe of riper 
ears in this place, exceed all he ever ſaw or heard of in any 
dart of the world. 

+ Matth. v. 28, 

Coloſ. iii. 5. 
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which he alſo ſtiles “ the root of all evil;F”“ hy 
had no inconſiderable ſhare in contributing to ouwſWrea 
very diſtreſſed ſituation. | 
* Coverovsness has intruded upon, and marred Haan 
and much injured the original plan of the fi en 
founder of this City, the truly honourable Wy 
LIAM PENN. 

ACCORDING to his deſign, (if I am rightly in 
formed) no buildings were to be erected betwee 
Front ſtreet and the River Delaware. But covet. 
ouſneſs, regardleſs of the beauty---the convent, 
ence - the natural order—-and health of the city; 
has crowded buildings in a manner, that is incon- 
venient for buſineſs, and deſtructive to the inha- 
bitants.---And viewing this matter in a natural 
light only, and extending our views no farther 
than the ſurface of things.---It would, I believe 
be a great benefit to this city, if every building of 
the above deſcription were entirely removed : and 
the vacancy ſupplied by one or two ranges of low 
and wide ſtores interſected with rows of trees.--- 
And paved or graveled walks. By ſuch or fimi- 
lar arrangements; The intenſe heat of a Summer's 
Meridian ſun: its reflected ſultry rays at particu- WM © 
lar hours from the ſurface of the river: and cor- ' 


rupted and ſtagnated air from confined and crowd. 


ed houſes, generally deſtitute of yards; toge- 
ther with other inconveniences and diſadvanta- 
ges too many and too obvious to be particularly 

enumerated; 


_ © — 


a. 


* x Tim. vi. 10. 
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nmerated: would generally be removed, or 
greatly alleviated and avoided, 

CoveETouUsNEss, thus conſidered, has moſt eſſen- 
ally combined, with other cauſes, to mar che 
deauty---injure the proſperity---and endanger the 
xiſtence of the city. 

AND here it may be obſerved, that the peſtilence 
whether originating in natural, or moral cauſes, 


Mer both combined; has in its three fatal viſitati- 


ns: firſt made its appearance eaſtward of Front- 

reet. 

Trest eſfects of covetouſneſs are difficult to 
obviate, perhaps impoſſible entirely to remove: I 
ſhall therefore endeavour to turn your attention 
to the effects of covetouſneſs in points, if not leſs 
fatal, yet more remediable. 

CovETouUSNEss, when it once gains an aſcen- 
deney in the mind, is one of the moſt dangerous 
vices : in proof of this, much might be produced 
from ſcripture and hiſtory, but I ſhall principally 
confine my obſervations to America in general, 
and Philadelphia in particular. 

What but covetouſncſs cauſed ſuch unheard of 
eruelties to be committed upon the ancient inha- 
bitants of South America ? and let me aſk what 
but covetouſneſs cauſed ſo many of the original 
inhabitants of North America, at once, to loſe 
their lands without receiving compenſation, and 
their lives without giving provocation ? is it not 
an indiſputable fact, that ſome of the ſtates ob- 

D 2 tained 


40 


tained their lands by robbery and murder ? an 


to the diſgrace of a free and enlightened nation 
do not ſome of them continue to have their pla 
tations cultwated by ſlavery and oppreflion ? 4 
But amidſt all the forrows of my heart, it al. 
fords me real ſatisfaction to obſerve that this ſtau - 
was free from this ,odious trait of covetouſneſſ 
in its firſt ſettlement ; and the numerous and be - 
neficial charitable inſtitutions, which in this c ug 
ty, far exceed thoſe of any other on the continent 1 
{ſtamp the liberality of the citizens, in the mok ? 
conſpicuous and durable characters. Under thi = 
view, may we not, in the language of ſcripture, 
ſay: if © the time is come that judgment mul L 
begin at the houſe of God; and if it firſt begin at . 


us, what ſhall the end be of them chat obey not the 
the goſpel of God ?* 

Bor if the monſter covetouſneſs ſtalks not in 
public, it lurks unſeen in private: of too man 
individuals it may be ſaid; | | 


Of all their views, the firſt and chicſ requeſt, 
© Ofcach, is to be richer than the reſt. 


Wulcn extreme ardour, in the acquiſition o 
riches, ſeems at variance with the œconomy ot 
providence. I appeal to every ſerious and atten- 
tive obſerver of providential diſpenſations, in the 
natural and moral world ;---if covetouſneſs in a fa- 
ther, docs not frequently occaſion prodigality in 
the ſon? | CovtrTovsNEs 


beter, IV, 17. 
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COovETOUSNESS often defeats its own purpoſes-- 
rraſping at all---1t, eventually holds none. Has 
ot covetouſneſs in this city of late, too much 
aken the place of Induftry in buſineſs ?---Has not 
he uſe of banks been abuſed---artificial capitals 
of ſhort duration) created, imprudent in com- 
mencement---perplexing in advancement---and ru- 
inous in the end? 

CoverousNEss,. by this diſpenſation, is puniſh- 
ed in all its branches. "The apprentice lad, too 
cloſely confined, now enjoys a long vacation.--- 
The avaricious landlord, perceives his rents de- 
clining in magnitude and number.---With moit, 
the means of acquiſition are few; Thoſe of diſ- 
burſement many. 


Happy are thoſe, who duly conſider, 
#/ 


« Man wants but little here below, 
« Nor wants that little long.“ 


AxD the laſt, though not the leaſt command faith, 
„Thou malt not covet.” 
INJUSTICE. 

Ixus ric io connected and cloſely allied with 
covetouſneſs, as, in many inſtances ſcarcely to te 
diſtinguiſhed from it; Is not entirely unknown 
nor unpracticed here. Viewing things upon a large 
ſcale; War, that ſource of many evils, lays an ample 
foundation for Injuſtice : The laft war did not paſs 
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ter certainly devour. 


wholly unimproved--embezzlement—peculatio or 
and fpeculation---as intimately connected with z 
ſtate of war; as the touch of a match, is with 
the exploſion of a cannon; in ſome degree prevail. 
ed: The hardy ſoldier, who expoſed his breaſt, as 
his country's barrier; earned, for greedy ſpecu- 
lators to receive. 

Is this city free from injuſtice of this ſort? 
overgrown nominal eſtates---foundations for 
princely palaces---and a variety of vaſt ſpeculative 
ſchemes and arrangements, ſay no! And ſuffer 
me to aſk, whether ſome are not more ſcrupulouz 
againſt perſonally bearing arms, in war; than 2. 
gainſt ſpeculation in, and proſit thereby? 

IxjusTicE, and ſpeculation, in large and nati- 
onal concerns z has a direct tendency, by „ 
and otherwiſe to infect a whole community. 
Punctuality the life ef buſineſs and baſis of coo 
dence, falls a ſacrifice. Iniquitous adulterati- 
ons==-falſe balances---and diverſe weights, are 
branches of injuſtice too often practiſed: But a 
deſtructive principle is connected with all unjuſt 
practices, containing 2 fire, that will ſooner or la- 


SABBATH-BREAKING. 


Tax apoſtle Paul ſpeaking of the Sabbath, ſaith 
ce he that regardeth the day, regardeth it unto the 
Lord; 
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ord ;”* paſſing over without notice, the pride of 
ſhion, and parade of dreſs, particularly diſcerni- 
le on the Sabbath : I ſhall endeavour to explain 
s nature and uſe : and the pernicious effects re- 
ting from an abuſe thereof. 

Tae Sabbath is an ancient inſtitution prime- 
al with creation---appointed to man, for reſt 
om labour, in obedience to the ordinance and ex- 
mple of God. 

IF one day in ſeven, was neceſſary, was uſeful, 
or man to obſerve, as a day of reſt, while innocent 
nd uncorrupted: How much more ſo now, in 
us preſent ſtate and ſituation? Surrounded on e- 
ery fide with perplexing cares; and beſet with 
bodily and mental imperfections. 

THERE are but few, if any, of the different 
religious ſocieties in this City, whoſe forefathers 
or themſclves have not ſuffered in ſome age or 
nation of the world, in a greater or leſſer degree; 
diſadvantages, fines, puniſhments of ſome kind, 
perſecutions, impriſonments, or death, from the 
iron hand of arbitrary power; for the conſcien- 
tiops performance of religious worſhip, on this 
bleſſed day. But praiſed be God! a nation is 
born! a Government ariſen! a Conſtitution eſ- 
tabliſhed! of which we are a part, and under 
which we live; that gives to, and protetts all, in 
a full and free liberty of conſcience, in matters 
of religion and worſhip ! How is this important, 
| this 
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this precious, this ineſtimable privilege improved! 
Is it improved in a manner that tends to promot 
God's glory and our benefit? | 
Tux affairs of this world, neceſſarily, unavoid 
ably, engage much of men's attention, particularh 
in commercial cities; and without ſuch an inſti 
tution as the ſabbath, the mind would be in dan 
ger of being entirely engroſſed and overwhelmed 
in temporal purſuits; and ſome of the molt im 
portant duties of chriſtianity and morality neglect 
ed and entirely forgotten: Death unregarded, aud 
a ſuture ſtate unthought of, and unprepared for. 
Ir will no doubt be readily aſſented to, by all 
conſiderate perſons, that the ſabbath has it this 
place heretofore been ſhamefully neglected and 
diſregarded. The apoſtle Paul, exhorted the 
people in his day, to be careful in not forſakiny 
| the aſſembling together, as the manner of ſome 
Was. | 
| Heng permit me to aſk, are there not many 
| heads of families, and others, whoſe condud 
| ſhould be exemplary, that jeldom, if ever, attend 
any place of public worſhip? Surely in this city, 
where twelve or, more of different religious deno- 
minations meet ſeparately, no perſon can plead 
excuſe, when in health, for a general courſe of 
non-attendance, at ſome one of theſe places. 
| CAN thoſe be ſaid to ſpend the ſabbath with 
| propriety or real uſe, who keep it as a day of 
fealting, diverſion, or amuſement, either in town 
or country? CoMmon 
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Common obſervation will juſtify me in ſaying, 
hat the ſabbath, nominally a holy, is with many 
by far the moſt unholy and ill ſpent day in the 
eck. Oh, what mockery! what perverſion of 
prder! what monſtrous ingratitude and impropri- 
ty is exhibited on this day, (particularly ſet apart 
for divine worſhip.) The day is profaned by ma- 
y, of whom better things might reaſonably be 
rpected; things that tend to edification, not de- 
ſtruction. 

On this day, inſtead of humility, behold pride! 
inſtead of temperance, exceſs! inſtead of ſelf 
examination, and deep ſearchings of heart, behold 
yain and unprofitable converſation, and light airy 
behaviour!“ inſtead of a ſtillneſs and. quietneſs 
through the city: behold the parade, and hear 
the rattling of the carriages, the ſound of the 
whip, and the prancing of the horſes! to the 
great grief and diſquiet of thoſe, who with to 
ſanctify the ſabbath themſelves, and to ſee and 
hear the like of others. My brethren, theſe things 
ought not to be. 

May that ſupreme being, who firſt inſtituted 
WT tbe ſabbath, and ſince has commanded us expreſsly 
| | to 

* I think it an incumbent duty, here to mention the ſatisſac- 
tion I have received in being an eye and ear witneſs at different 
times, and in various parts of chis city, of the exemplary conduct 
of numbers of the Africans, on the ſabbath. As I haye paſſed 
many of their houſes, I have obſerved them teaching their children 
—Trcading the ſcriptures—and diſcourſing upon religious ſubjects; 


to the great reproach of the couduct of many who claum a ſuperior 
rank in the ſcale of being. 


— 
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to keep it holy, have his anger, which has bees 
kindled againſt the ſabbath-breakers, appeaſed, 
by a ſeaſonable and laſting reformation. 

My heart within me, is, in meaſure warmel 
with the love of God, which I feel at this time, 
flowing through my ſoul, towards all the inhabi. 
tants of this city, of whatever denomination; and 
the travail and exerciſe of my ſpirit for them; is, 
that they may all be brought out of darkneſs into 
light; and from the ſervice of fin and ſatan unto the 
true worſhip, of the living God: and that we may 
keep our ſabbaths here below, in ſuch a manner, 
that we may be permitted to ſee good days, accord- 
ing to the days wherein we have ſeen evil; and, 
that finally, we may be admitted to keep that ſab- 
bath of reſt with the Almighty, which the ſpirits 
of the juſt enjoy with him, in his kingdom for — 
ever. 

I vis to enforce this ſubject upon your minds 
with every degree of weight, that its nature and 
importance requires: Being convinced in my own 
mind, that if, in future, ſabbaths are remembered 
and ſanctiſied, throughout the city, it will have 
a powerful tendency to correct vice—eltabliſh 
virtue —and thereby procure the divine favour : 
that ſo, an all powerful and kind providential 
care, may watch over this city, and all its widely 
extended concerns for preſervation, not deſtrue- 
tion! | 
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Bur on the other hand, if no reformation takes 
lace, my foreboding apprehenſions ſuggeſt, that 
hat we have ſeen, felt and ſuffered, are only the 
eginning of ſorrows. 


NEGLECT OF EDUCATION. 

A DEEP concern for the temporal and ſpiritua! 
elfare, of the young and riſing generation, Jins 
ong dwelt with great weight upon my mind; and 
have anxiouſly defired that they might be a gene- 
ation to ſerve the Lord. A generation worthy to 
ome forward in a country poſſeſſed of ſo many 
tatural and acquired advantages 
Bur alas ! until they ſee leſs of bad examples 
are more reſtricted from reading pernicious books 
—kept at a greater diſtance from improper aſſoci- 
ates—and are brought to ſubmit to a ſtricter diſ- 
cipline. What well grounded hopes can reaſon- 
ably be entertained for their welfare ? 

Taz neglect of parents and others, in theſe 
important reſpects, have, I believe, eſſentially con- 
tributed to the preſent calamity; and a ſenſe of 
theſe fatal neglects, has by this diſpenſation, been 
brought home to the feelings and conſcience of 
many an unhappy parent, when on a dying bed, 
taking a long, an heart rending farewell of their 
weeping offspring; or viewing a much beloved 
child, under all the inexpreſſible horrors, of 
this moſt dreadful of all diſorders! encircled in 


the 


fully diſcharged, there has been an anſwer of 
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the icy arms, and cold embraces of approaching 
death! ver 

ON the reverſe, where education has been 
ſtrictly attended to, and the parent's duty faith. 


peace in theſe trying moments, which not all the 
wealth of the Indies could give, nor all the hor. 
rors of death take away. 10 

WHEREFORE, let all ſuch parents as are ſpared 
to their children: and have children continuet 
unto them; be tenderly entreated to be more at. 
tentive to this important point, education. Qur 
Saviour when perſonally on earth; did not think 
children unworthy of his attention, but took them 
in his arms and bleſſed them, ſaying,“ of ſuch i; 
the kingdom of God.”* And Solomon, a Jewiſh 
King, noted for wiſdom, ſaid, © train up a child 
in the way he ſhould go; and when he is old he 
will not depart from it.“ 


BAD BOOES. 


Ir is much to be lamented, that ſo noble, fo 
ingenious, and ſo univerſally uſeful an art as print- 
ing, ſhould ever be ſo debaſed, as, in any inſtance, 
to become an engine deſtructive of mankind, and 
a powerful auxiliary to the cauſe of vice. But the 
experience of paſt and preſent times, in too ma- 


wy 


* Mark, x. 14. 
+ Prov, xxl. 6. 
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ny inſtances, prove the preſs may be proſtituted to 
very unworthy purpoles, particularly printing bad 
books. 

Tun avenues of education and inſtruction, are 
often obſtructed and corrupted by reaſon of bad 
books, by their means the attention of youth is 
forcibly attracted, and intenſely fixed upon frivo- 
lous, and often upon very improper and pernici- 
ous objects and narrations. Whereby the worſt 
of impreſſions and principles are frequently rivet- 
ted in their young and tender minds: And their 
lively imaginations, fired with premature ideas, 
and falſe notrons of men and things : Therefore 
may it de truly * Bad Books are a public 
fountain of vice.“ 

ScrePTURE informs us, the Apoſtle Paul 
wrought ſo great a conviction, at a certain time, 
on the minds of the Epheſians; That many of 
them, © which uſed curious arts brought. their 
books together, and burned them before all men: 
and they counted the price of them and found ir 
fifty thouſand pieces of ſilver.” * 

Ir all the vain, wicked and unprofitable books 
in this city, were collected into one place, the 
bulk would doubtlefs be aſtoniſhingly great, could 
all their pernicious contents be ſeen at once, no 
mind not callous to the feelings of virtue; but 
would be filled with horror :---But ah! could 
all their fatal effects; as diſobedience to parents 
E ___ debaucheries,- 


* AQs, xix. 19. 
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| debaucheries---proſtitutions---broken promiſes... 


perjuries---adulteries---ſuicides and other crime fre 
too horrid to name, and all the ſouls eventuall 4 
loſt, cauſed by learning in, and inculcated fro : 

t 


this abominable library of hell, be fully known: 
not an arm, in the city, would remain a moment 
unſtretched to light the funeral pile of departing 
vice: And the curling clouds of the riſing co 
lumns of ſmoke would aſcend towards heaven, x 
an acceptable fin offering from the inhabitants of 
Philadelphia. 

Ir prudent parents are cautious (as they cer. 
tainly ought to be) in reſpe of what, company 
they admit in their familics, as intimate acquain- 
tances:=--how much more caution is neceſſan 
with regard to books ? 

In converſation many circumſtances. ſerve tc 
repreſs and abaſh vicious diſpofitions and inclinati 
ons. In reading none. The moſt perniciou 
books are generally read with the greateſt ſecrecy: 
not a bluſh raiſed at any impropriety of expreſſion; 
nor perhaps a thought excited, or alarmed with 
a ſenſe of danger; while the moſt intimate and 
deſtructive connections are forming by means d 
books: between wicked and deſigning authors; 
and innocent and unſuſpecting youth. 

Is it not an incumbent duty upon every per 
ſon; capable of ſerious reflection, to inſpect thei 
on books; and thoſe of their dependants : and to 
burn and entirely deſtroy all ſuch as tend to cor 
rupt 
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rupt good morals: and to lead the mind aſtray 
from the paths of innocence, rectitude, and virtue: 
and to ſuffer, upon no pretence whatever, any 
book to remain, or, ever after to be introduced, 
that niay be found inconſiſtent with the pureſt 
morals, and the ſtricteſt reformation ; that now 
ſeems fo evidently neceſſary to take place? 

ReMEmBrER I beſeech you, how, that in Jo- 
ſhua's time, the ſecreting a wedge of gold, ſome 
ſilver, and a Babyloniſh garment ; brought trou- 
ble upon the chile en of Iſrael ; and proved the 
entire deſtruction of one of its families. 
On! that one and all of us, may be induced 
from the beſt of motives, to unite in ſo laudable 
an undertaking, as that of effeQtually clearing this 
city of bad books; if rightly undertaken, God 
will no doubt, in mercy to the riſing generation, 
erown every honeſt effort with deſired ſucceſs. 


MOCKERY OF RELIGION. 


Os open declaration of war with heaven, has 
been attempted, and in ſome meaſure carried on, 
in every age of the world: but, it never finally 
proſpered, nor ever will eventually prevail. 

Pcrnars, at no time, were the eſſential princi- 
ples of natural and revealed religion, more gene- 
rally attacked throughout the world ; than at the 
preſent day. Some, by attempting to de away 
real or ſuppoſed errors, confound, right and 
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wrong truth and falſehood in one blended and 
undiſtinguiſhed overthrow : inſtead of mending, 
deſtroy---inſtead of correcting, obliterate: And 
with the tares pluck up the wheat. Others with- 
out ceremony, openly and directly attack and de- Win 
ny all revealed religion.---The ſcriptures, they 
pretend, are a mere farce, a human invention, Hor 
much of them political fables, calculated to keep 

the ignorant and vulgar in awe ; aſſuming to them- Ne 
ſelves the privilege of being numbered with the i 
enlightened few, who have diſcovered the cheat. 

With ſome, (as they pretend) God is nothing bur Ha 
a name; Chriſt a mere man; Heaven, only an 


imaginary good; and Hell, a fiQtitious evil. | 
Tuksg opinions, whatever plauſible pretexts al 
ſome of them may aſſume, are, as they relate to Wt: 


man in this world, directly pointed againſt all 
government, all ſocial compact, all that tends to b 
render life deſirable, or even ſupportable. As to c 
a future ſtate, theſe all deſtructive principles ren- 
der it a chaos, o'er which broods more than Egypt- | 
zan darkneſs: Annihilation! mental deſtruction! 
to ceaſe to be! are proſpects more terrific, to the 
immortal mind forever active, and the rolling eye 
enjoying the golden day, than all the moſt gloomy 
imagination can paint, or the warmeſt enthuſiaſm 
believe of ſhades below. | 
AcainsT ſuch principles, hoſtile to human hap- 
pineſs in every view, every wiſe, every good man, 
feels at once oppoſed. The politician views them 
| as 
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s a devouring hydra, before which, no govern- 
ent can ſtand; and the moraliſt and the chriſ- 
an view them as productive of every preſent and 
uture WOC. 

PrINCIPLEs like theſe, wicked fools alone at» 
ance, advocate, or pretend to believe! 

Bur however great my partiality and charity 
or this city may be, I am perſuaded they would 
de extended too far, if I ſhould ſuppoſe it entirely 
ree from ſuch principles, however inconſiſtent 
ith wiſdom, goodneſs, or common honelty, _ 

To ſuch perſons, few, I hope, in number, as 
dangerous in ſentiment, what can be addreſſed 
with any proſpect of ſucceſs? God's on power, 
immediately, or man's good examples, iuſtrument- 
ally, ſeem the only remedi-s, in caſes ſo deſpe- 
rate. 

Gop's power ſo fignally diſplayed, at this time, 
both in mercy and judgment, in preſerving and 
deſtroying—in chſcuring the world in all its glo- 
ry—in withdrawing its pleaſures and advantages, 
in ſo great a degree, from its principal votaries 
and dependants, has occaſioned the atheiſt, the 
deiſt, and the unbelievers of all deſcriptions, to 
experience ſad times! gloomy days! and great 
remorſe! Conſcience in many has been arouſed! 
The wrath of Almighty God, and the terrors of 
his judgments, have brought conviction home to 
the minds of many; under which they have been 
E 3 made 
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made to cry out, Lord, ſave me, or I dic! A rg 
deemer, or I periſh! 

Tre mind of man, ever active in the purſuit 
of happineſs, when diſappointed in one obje, 
j naturally turns to another; as faith an eminen 
| poet : 


© Man has a ſoul of vaſt defires; 
He burns within with reſtleſs fires, 
Toſs'd to and fro, his paſſions fly, 
From vanity to vanity.“ 
Axp after a long and unſucceſsful purſuit, not 
fatisfied with all this world can beſtow, in this 
dark and bewildered fituation, the bright rays of 
good examples, at times ſtrike through the ſur. 
rounding gloom, the mind is attracted to the glory 
: of the light, and the brightneſs of its riſing: On 
nearer ſurvey, he is aſtoniſhed to find, that while 
he has bzen unhappy in proſperity and adverſity, 
the chriſtian enjoys happineſs in both: that what WI, 
he has been ſeeking from without, the chriſtian 
finds within; that, while from the moſt unbouad- 
ed ſucceſs in war, (which engroſſes ſo much of 
our attention) laſting, individual, or national hap- 
pineſs can never ariſe: that, while wealth, how- 
ever immenſe, cannot give peace; nor univerſal 
fame and applauſe, beſtow real content. The 
Hood man has a world within, where God rules 
{the devil ſeldom enters) ; where politics, wealth 
and fame, are merely accidental matters, not 
| having 
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aving the higheſt pre · eminence; happineſs or mi- 
ery, depend on them in a ſubordinate manner 

only. ö | 
From a feeling of the judgments of God—from 
kn experience of the vanity of the world, its in- 
ſuſfciency to beſtow laſting happineſs - from be- 
olding the dignity of virtue, and ſeeing the good 
man happy in every ſituation—many are at times 


brought into a ſlate of inward attention and con- 


fideration, which, if abode in, with patience and 
perſeverance, would be the means, by the bleſſing 
of God, of bringing thoſe, who are thus exerciſed, 
out of darkneſs into light; out of anxiety and diſ- 
content, into peace, and a well grounded hope of 
future happineſs. 

Is unbelievers can receive inſtruction from the 
examples of good men, in their lives, they may 


not be altogether unbenefited by attending to their - 


deaths. 
Ir is the end that crowns all; and where a man. 
is ſeen calmly quiting every earthly connection — 
paſſing the verge of time—-entering on the borders 
of eternity — ſatisfied with Iife—unmoved at death 
it appears to all a conſummation devoutly to be 
withed; and many are ready to adopt the langu- 
age of Balaam, Let me dic the death of the 
righteous, and let my laſt end be like his!”* 
SOME infidels, who do not openly deny all re- 
vealed religion, yet by their conduct, ſeem to 
| | entertain 
Numb xxiij. 10. 


56 


entertain a thorough contempt and diſregard of 
its profeſſors. This, no doubt, is highly dif. 
pleaſing in the ſight of God. 

Wr frequently ſee and hear that the rulers of 
the earth, when their ambaſſadors, their envoys 
extraordinary, their ſubjects or citizens, are treat- 
ed with abuſe, contempt, or neglect, in a foreign 
land, denounce the vengeance of the ſtate, unleſs 
reparation for the offence is made. An inſult to 
an individual is often viewed as offered immediate. 
ly to the majeſty cf the nation: War ſometimes 
enſues, and thouſands, comprehending the inno- 
cent and guilty, are often involved in one undif- 
tinguiſhed ruin. 

Ir earthly potentates are ſo jealous of matters 


concerning honour and reſpect, whether relating 


immediately to themſelves, or thoſe under their 
direction and government, can we ſuppoſe the 
ſupreme ruler of the univerſe, poſſeſſing all know- 
ledge and power, to be an idle ſpectator, and 
wholly indifferent about the manner in which his 
meſſengers are received---his ſervants treated--- 
and his communications attended to and obeyed? 

Mosr individuals and moſt communities have 
a day; wherein happineſs, in its molt extenſive 
ſenſe, may be obtained. Adam had a day---but 
not being ſufficiently attentive he ſuffered loſs.--- 


The old world, had their day, but they neglected 


it :--- Among them, was Noah, a preacher of righte- 


ouſneſs, but he was diſregarded ; they were too 
much 
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uch immerſed in temporal concerns; the earth 
as filled with violence: all fleſh had corrupted 
is way-—and deſtruction enſued. And although 
e Almighty covenanted with Noah and his poſte- 
ity, that ſo univerſal a deſtruction among man- 
ind, by reaſon of a flood ſhould not again take 
lace : yet we have ſeen, and this day feel, that 
he Lord's arm 1s not ſhortened, either to ſave or 
eſt roy. 

Sopom and Gomorrha had a day, but alas! 
t was neglected ; till deſtruction came: though 
hey had a Lot in the city to warn and reprove 
nd an Abraham in the country to intercede with 
eaven. Oh how many reproving Lots, and in- 
erceding Abrahams, have, day and night, in ſea- 
on and out of ſeaſon, been employed for the ſal- 
ation of this city. Some of whom have been 
ocked and deſpiſed . pointed and jeered at, 
hen walking the ſtreets --and, all in effect 
are been but too much diſregarded until calamity 
pproached, 

Aha had a day, and although a very wicked 
ing, ſurrounded by an idelatrous peopte---and 


is public and private concerns troubled with a a2 


ruel, meddleſome, unprincipalled woman : which 
irred him up to do, what perhaps otherwiſe 


ould not have been done: Yet when the Lord 


eproved him by the mouth of his prophet, he 
lid not mock at religion, nor deſpiſe his meſſen- 


er; (though he counted him for an enemy) but 
he 
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he humbled himſelf before God, and his dog 
was ſuſpended. 
Tux inhabitants of Ninevah had a day of gra 
aſſigned unto them: and by attending thereto i 
earneſt---by an univerſal humiliation---fery 
prayer to Almighty God---and a thorough repe 
tance and reformation---the anger of the mol 


high was appeaſed---and his righteous judgment * 
not inflicted. | = 

Tux Jews had a day, a long day of grace, b im 
they never fully improved it. They were divide ter 
into different ſets; ſome Phariſees; ſome Sad \ 
ducees; others perhaps, of no particular denomi Chr 
nation, but mockers at any appearanc of religion gin 
Moſt were too much outward in their perfo Nh 
mances, and few ſincere at heart in the ſight d oy 
God: They, as a city, as a nation, withſtood the 1 


law and the prophets: the Son and ſent of Go f 
came perſonally unto them; but they received hin 
not: they mocked and perſecuted both him ani 1 


the religion he came to eſtabliſh; which brouglthF , 


upon them and their city, .a deſtruction attendel 


- Map: 8 WW no! 
with cixcumſtances unparralleled in hiſtory, ance ef 
ent or modern, ſacred or profane. * 


A PROSPECT of which, brought from the con- 
paſionate and ever bleſſed Son of God and ſaviouſ et 
of the world, that pathetic exclamation and dread: 
ful denunciation, “Oh, Jeruſalem, Jeruſalem 1; 
thou that killeſt the prophets, and ſtoneſt then th 
which are ſent unto thee, how often would | 


hare 
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ave gathered thy children together, as a hen ga- 
hereth her chickens under her wings, and ye 
yould not! Behold, your houſe is left unto you 
lefolate» For] ſay unto you, ye ſhall not fee me 
henceforth, till ye ſhall ſay, Bleſſed is he that 
cometh in the name of the Lord.”* | 

TrzvE things, my aflicted brethren of Phila- 
delphia, were written for warnings and examples 
to us, and new, in my meaſure of that love, that 
wiſtheth well to all men, are endeavoured to be 
revived in your remembrance. 

Mar God of his infinite mercy, through Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord and Saviour, grant that the ſe 
things may be received in the love of the truth : 
That all, who have heretofore been mockers of 
religion, may be convinced of their folly and dan- 
ger, and turn from their evil ways; leſt they 
ſhould experience from God, what is ſpoken of 
by the wife man Solomon, “ Becauſe I have call- 
ed and ye have refuſed; I have ſtretched out my 
hand, and no man regardeth; but ye have ſet at 
nought all my counſel, and would none of my 
reproof; I alſo will laugh at your calamity ; I will 
mock when your fear cometh. . When your fear 
cometh as deſolation, and your deſtruction com- 
eth as a whirlwind; when diſtreſs and anguiſh 
cometh upon you; then ſhall they call upon me, but 
I will not anſwer; they ſhall ſeek me early, but 
they ſhall not find me: For that they hated know- 

| | ledge 
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ledge, and did not chooſe the fear of the Lori 
They would none of my counſel; they deſpiſg 
all my reproof: Therefore fliall they eat of th 
fruit of their own way, and be filled with they 
own devices, For the turning away of the fir 
ple ſhall ſlay them, and ihe proſperity of fook 
ſhall deſtroy them. 268 
UNTHANEFULNESS TO GOD, 
AND 


DISREGARD OF BIS JUDGMENTS! 


Tut whole world exhibits one general and uu 


yerſal proof of mankind being in too many in. 


ſtances, 2 in gratitude for mercies; and 


but too frequently inattentise to eorrections in- 


flicted by => OM providence for ſin. 

Tux actions and fate of men and nations, faith. 
fully recorded and handed down to thoſe of the 
preſent day, afford a melancholy proof of this. 

Tux greater the favours, and the later the 
age in which beſtowed, if unthankfully received 
and not ſuitably improved, proportionably increaſe 
guilt, and conſequently the weight of the judy: 


ments that may be juſtly expected. 


ALL the labours, all the improvements in the 
uſeful arts and ſciences, by former generations, 
are enjoyed by us of the preſent day. Not two 
centuries have paſſed away ſince the firſt ſettle- 

ments 
Prov. i. 24—32. 
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ments were made in this country, by people called 
civilized. Its advances (through . dangers great 
and preſſing) to Empire and Independence were 
attended with a rapidity and ſucceſs, far exceed- 
ing the moſt ſanguine expectations and hopes of 
its principal founders. 

TI city, which has ſhared ſo largely in na- 
tional advancement and proſperity his city, ſo e- 
minently favoured with liberty, health, peace and 
plenty- this city where toleration ever prevailed 
and extenſive. liberty is now enjoyed -bis city 
whoſe burial grounds were often ſo ſtrictly guarded 
by the angel of health, that ſcarcely a ſolitary corpſe 
for months could gain admittance, and then, un- 
der ſuch circumſtances of pomp and parade; as 
ſeemed rather calculated for an oſtentatious diſ- 
play of wealth and family diſtinction; than, a 
deſcent to the filent manſions of the dead is 
city, whoſe police ſeemed to contain the very 
eſſence of peace; whole gaol, inſtead of exhibi- 
ting a ſcene of human miſery, idleneſs, corrupti- 
on, and depravity in almoſt every ſhape, ſeemed 
better calculated for, and more expreſſive of, an 
univerſity, where legiſſators from different States, 
and foreigners of eminence and diſtinction might 
aſſemble, to learn the beneſits of order The ad- 
vantages of œconomy, induſtry, and good regu- 


lations: and the practicalneſs and utility of com- 


bining the principles of the chriſtian religion, 
with the formation and execution of human laws. 
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* this city whoſe port was crowded with veflels from 
every clime.---th:s city whoſe markets equalled or 
exceeded all in America, perhaps in the world; 
for . goodneſs, variety, and plenty: uniting the 
luxuries of the eaſt, with the conveniences and 
neceſſaries of the weſt. hi city, under all theſe 
circumſtances z (and many others that might be 
enumerated) that individually enjoyed, would call 
forth the thanks of any grateful people : and, 
when all united, claim, one general and laſting 
tribute of thankfulneſs and praiſe z has been un- 
thankful and ungrateful to God : calamittes of former 
times have not been ſuitably en nor judgments of 
later date duly regarded. 

Trvs, it appears, that in zhis city, pride has 
abounded numbers have lived in idleneſs, many 
have been intemperate others profane---ſome are 
covetous - ſome unjuſt---the ſabbath is broken 
education neglefted---bad books read---religion 
mocked at. God's mercies have not excited ſufh- 
cient thankfulneſs---nor his judgments been duly 
regarded |! 

UNDER an awful. impreſſion from this view! 
the prophet's language to the revolting Jews, may 
be applied to Philadelphia, * Ah, ſinful nation, 
(city,) a people laden with iniquity, a ſeed of evil- 
doers, children that are corrupters! they have 
forſaken the Lord, they have provoked the Holy 
One of Iſrael unto anger; they are gone away 
backward.” * * ImPpRESSED 
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_ ImPRESSED, with theſe ſolemn and melancho- 


ly truths, may a ſerious and careful examination 


take place in every mind : and let all, who wiſh 
well to themſelves, and to the future welfare 
and proſperity of this city, endeavour to amend 
whatever may have been amiſs.---The Almighty 
doth not afflict willingly nor grieve the children 
of men. Puniſhments are preceded by warnings 
and exhortations. Sin, when unreſtrained by pu- 
niſhment, is of ſuch a nature ; as, of itſelf to de- 
ſtroy mankind. Puniſhment therefore, when 
mixed with mercy; may be viewed as tending to 
man's benefit, when ſuitably impraved : other- 
wiſe no fleſh could ſtand in judgment. 
A GREAT work of reformation, I hope, and 
believe is, bringing about by the various permiſſi- 
ons and diſpenſations of diyine providence at the 
preſent day. * 
JupGMENTS are ſometimes varied according 
to the ſins and circumſtagees of thoſe upon whom 
they are inſlicted. People delighting in war and 


bloodſhed, ſpreading ruin and devaſtation among 


their neighbours, ſometimes experience thoſe ca- 
lamities, deſigned for others, turned upon them- 
ſelves ; or ſomething of the ſame convulſive, and 


ſudden deſtructive nature: as Fire, Hurricanes, 


Deluges, Earthquakes and the like. 
BuT the inhabitants of this city, are many of 
them peaceable men; profeſſing to ſtand aloof 


from war, and being concerned in the deſtruCtion 
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of their fellow men :---pacific principles, by rea- 


ſon of their advocates intermixing with their fel. 
low citizens, upon many local intereſting occafi. 
ons; and thereby in conjunction with the great 
diffuſion of knowledge, and the improved civili- 
zation of the preſent day have inſenfibly infuſed 
general principles of peace, with ſome exceptions, 
into the maſs of ſociety. The citizens, therefore, 
ſpeaking in general terms; may be called pacific 


in many of their principles, and moſt of their 


practices; their fins may be conſidered, as com- 
mitted more directly againſt God, and their own 
ſouls and bodies; than againſt the lives and pro- 
perties of their neighbours. 


Tux puniſhment therefore of theſe tranfgreſh-. 


ens ſeem to proceed directly from God, and to 
be confined in a manner to the city : with a hap. 
py tendency when improved aright, to enforce the 
obſervance of thoſe duties, which have been neg- 
lected, and the practice of thofe virtues, that 
ſtand oppoſed to the fins and vices, which have 
been moſt prevalent. 

Thus humility, as oppoſed to pride: induſtry, 
inſtead of idleneſs, the illuſtrious train attendant 
on temperance, inſtead of the frightful group ſur- 
rounding excelſs---inſtead of profaneneſs, ſobriety-- 


liberality inſtead of covetouſneſs---inſtead of in- 


juſtice, honeſt y---ſabbaths ſanctified, inſtead of 
broken—Children taught by virtuous examples, 
and proper diſcipline, inſlead of a vitiated and 
neglected 
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neglected education - inſtead of reading bad boobs, 
a more frequent uſe of the ſeriptures, and a peru- 
ſal of edifying ſubjects--inſtead of mocking and 
ridiculing religion and its author, a devotion to 
them above all things and inſtead of unthankful- 
neſs to God, and diſregard of his judgments, lives 
entirely devoted to his ſervice and praiſe : and a 
religious dread of again incurring his righteous 
indignation are virtues, reformations, and bene- 
fits, .preffed; enjoined, and conferred, by this diſ- 
penſation, upon us, and by us, as examples, to 
and upon mankind; in a language, though dumb, 
eloquent mute yet expreſſive- ſilent but poſttive-- 
far beyond all powers of the elocution of. angels 
or men; being the immediate voice of God him- 
ſelf! | 

Wich voice that we may all hear, and fo 
obey z as to live in truth and peace before him--- 
may God of his infinite mercy grant, through 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord ! Amen. 

FourTHLyY. It may be obſerved in the fourth 
and Jaſt place, that this diſpenſation is a judgment, 
that -unleſs ſuitably attended to probably will be 
followed by more vindictive tokens of divine 
diſpleaſure. 

Tan end, or deſign of puniſhment, is uſually, 
of a two-fold nature to deſtroy vice, and intro- 
duce virtue. 

Tat viſitation of divine judgment upon this 
city, which is fearcely removed, whether we 

F 3 view 


* 
— ———— ũ * 


66 


view it in its nature or effect; in its caufe or im- 
mediate confequence, our enquiries will reſult in 
this :—— That God has been angry with the inhabit- 
ants of Philadelphia, for their fin: ; and by this third 
vi/itaticn of the plague, has, as it were by his imme- 
diate voice from Heaven, warned theſe who ſurvive, 
to repentance, in a more direct and folemn manner, 


than any other city on this continent has ever experi- 


enced, fince its ſettlement by Europeans.* | 


Ir repentance does not ſucceed this judgment, 


can we ſuppoſe it will not be renewed? perhaps 


with tenfold vengeance! REFORMATION or 
DESTRUCTION ! TURN ox DIE! is, I be- 
lieve, the emphatical language of heaven, to us, 
at this time! 


Gop has clearly pointed out to the inhabitants 


of this city, their duty: Neither the means of 
knowledge, nor knowledge itſelf is wanting. He 
has favoured us with his written word and holy 
Spirit; all that is wanting is a heart to fear and 


obey the Lord. | 


On heavenly Father has not been inattentive 
to our falvation—to allure us into the pleaſing 


paths of virtue to deter us from the dangerous 


avenues of vice—he has, in the one hand, held 
eut cvery bleſſing; in the other, every woe in 


* Actording to official returns, on ↄth mo. (September] 2 8th, 
Ic perſons dicd—which, conſidering the very tew inhabitants 
remaining in the city, perhaps not one tenth part of what re- 

. mained in 1793, may be accgunted the greateſt mortality ever 
known, by Americans, in this country, 
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the one, all proſperity; in the other, every 2d. 
verſity in the one, blooming joy; in the other, 
wan deſpair | 

AROUND him, in thronged ſucceſſion wait, im- 
patient to know and obey his will, dread miniſ- 
ters of heaven, armed with every clement, every 
power! to reward or puniſh—fave or deſtroy, _ 

Is the peſtilence is not heard! if the language 
of the plague is not underſtood! will it not be 
repeated ? or ſomething more arouſing to refor- 
mation! Something more ſudden in attack! more 
alarming and univerſal in execution! 


| ——— — ——— —— 
FI R E! 
Pruntars an angel may deſcend, involved in 
cloudy columns of duſky ſmoke; and by ſpreading 


combuſtibles. unquenchable, light the © funeral 
pile” of Philadelphia's glory and exiſtence! Or 


A DELUGE! 


By ſome commiſſioned ſpirit, deſcending o'er 
the deep, with a wand, more potent than that 
waved by Moſes, overwhelm this city, and all 


its guilty inhabitants, in one common : 207 


grave! Or 


driven by ſome ſerenely indignant ſeraph, borne i 


our fins, and our deſtruction, to be diſarmed of 


—_ 
A HURRICANE, 


SwirT1.y deſcending, urged on, and fierce 


awful ſublimity of ſtate, on whirling wings, at 
Northern airy forces—ſ{weeping with impetuoy 
deluging tempeſts—charged with inceſſant pealsd 
the deepeſt toned thunder—preceded by widely ex. 
panded ſheets and ſtreams of heaven's avenging 
flaſhes of vivid lightning—before which the lofty 
ſpires bend—airy turrets bow—human grandeur 
lays low—and the effects of fin and ſinners, com. 
poſe one general ruin ] Or 


AN EARTHQUAKE! 


WHex earth, groaning from its inmoſt car. Ml gr 


erns, quaking with horror, of its impious load, git? 


is permitted, by an angry God, to execute his 
vengeance, expanding wide its voracious jaws, 
draws in, in one dire fated moment, Philadel- 


phians and Philadelphia, to its centre. Or p 
WAR! pa 


. WHEN men, naturally feeble and wicked 28 
ourſelves, may be permitted by the Almighty, for 4 


humanity, in all but vice and ſhape, to unite the y 
ſubtility of the Fox, with the fierceneſs of the p 

Tiger, and the ſtrength and courage of the Lion 4 
| 3 | armed 


69 


—armed in dread vengeance with inſatiable thirft 
ſor deſpotic power, and human blood ! Led by 
unbounded ambition to gain univerſal empire and 
dominion, ſhould aſſail our borders by land and 
water, in one day, and with every cruelty and 
every horror; planned in hell, or done on earth 
deſtroy men, women and ads, and razing 
the buildings to their foundations, not leaving 
one ſtone upon another; and in the centre of its 
deſolation erect a monument with this inſcription, 
28 a warning to mankind, in all ſucceeding ages, 
apainſt fin : 


HERE PHILADELPHIA STOOD. 


UNDER the aſſault of one of theſe judgments, 
or ſome, or all of them united, the once famed 
ay Philadelphia, being 


* Like an exile, from a father's care, 
Deliver'd o'er to darkneſs and deſpair,” 


PeRHAPs may be viewed by ſome ſympathizing 
friend, ſtanding at a diſtance, in an agony of deſ - 
pair, uttering a language, ſomewhat after this 
manner : 

« On Philadelphia] thou that haſt paſſed 
through ſo many diſpenſations of mercy and judg- 
ment, would to God thou hadſt known, even 
thou in thy day the things that belonged to thy 
Tas: but now they are forever hid from thine 
eyes.” 
| Bur 


Bor, if no general, no laſting reformation 
ſhould prevail, and none of the judgments men. 
tioned ſhould follow, much as peſtilence, fire, 


deluges, hurricanes, earthquakes, war, and other 
calamitics ſimilar unto them, are to be dreaded: 


-Yet there remains one judgment unmentioned, 


more to be feared than all the others, ſeparately 
or jointly conſidered: I mean a being left of God 
to ourſelves. 
 WxeTCHED indeed! is that individual, or that 
community, whoſe fins are ſuffered to paſs long 
unpuniſhed, without repentance! Though the 
world and all around may ſeem to ſmile, and 
every thing for the preſent appear agreeable, yet 
ſooner qr later, it will be found an important and 
intereſting truth, that while fin remains unrefotm- 
ed, and unrepented of, and the heart undevoted 
to, and eſtranged from God, we are in that broad 
way which leads to deſtruction; the breadth and 
ſmoothneſs whereof, and the numbers and gaiety 
of thoſe who are paſling therein, will make but 
poor amends for the final deſtructive mu 
that will inevitably enſue. | 

On ! faith my ſoul, and all that is ring within 


me, let none put off the neceſſary, the All im- 


portant work of repentance and reformation, . to 
what they may vainly ſuppoſe a convenient ſeaſon! 
The call for inſtant and effectual attention to theſe 
duties, is preſſing beyond expreſſion. 

| As 
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As being in the immediate preſence of my 
Maker, and, I truſt, under the influence and di- 
reftion of his Holy Spirit, I feel it my indiſpen- 
ible duty, at this time, and in this way, moſt 
ſolemnly to declare it to be my clear and full be- 
lief, that this city, if not reformed, will in all 
probability, eventually be deſtroyed. 

EMBRACING, in the arms of faith and love, 
every individual inhabitant of this extenſive city, 
and humbly proſtrating before the throne of divine 
grace, with the deepeſt awe, and moſt profound 
yeneration, my ſoul breathes forth fervent ſuppli- 
cations to the moſt high! that he would graciouſ- 
ly be pleaſed, to enable us all to examine our 
ways and doings, and in the goodneſs and abund- 
ance of his infinite mercy, for the ſake of his dear 
Son our bleſſed ſaviour and redeemer, aſſiſt us in 
every needful time, to repent and reform of what- 
ever we have done amiſs; that ſo, we may be 
received into his favour, and all tokens of his diſ- 
pleaſure, in future, be averted; and the proſpe- 
rity and hapgineſs of this our beloved city, be 
placed and ſecured upon that only ſure foundation, 
acceptance with God, through Jeſus Chriſt. 


AMEN. 


* 


